
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grave Digging 
 
It is the policy of the Elaine Cemetery Trust that specific requirements must be followed to 
ensure the successful completion of all grave digging tasks without incident or accident. 
 
It is recognised grave digging can be a hazardous task – risk assessment and safe procedures 
must be used to minimise risk.   
 
All grave sites must first be assessed by the grave diggers (and, where appropriate, the Elaine 
Cemetery Trust Representative) for potential hazards.   
 
With the exception of graves dug in solid rock or reef, graves which: 
- have the potential (as assessed) for collapse; and/or 
- will need to be entered by an employee/contractor 
must be shored in a way consistent with the requirements of the O.H.S. Act, Codes of Practice 
and other appropriate Guidelines relevant to the soil conditions of the Trust's Cemetery. 
 
As a minimum, all graves must have a timber or metal support at the top of the grave to prevent 
ground collapse.  Other shoring may be required to address the assessed hazard. 
 
Grave digging always requires: 
 
- a minimum of two personnel while digging is in progress to work as a team; 
 
- at all times both personnel must be present while digging is in progress; 
 
- the wearing of a safety helmet while working in a grave or beside an operating backhoe; 
 
- use of a ladder to gain access to, and egress from a grave; 
 
- shoring materials are to be checked before use.  Any twisted, broken or split timbers are to be 
rejected. 
 
- (where required), adjacent memorials are either secured or removed prior to grave digging;  
and 
 
- all grave diggers have access to a mobile phone or other form of communication; 
 
Grave surrounds are to be levelled off and the grave dressed appropriately. 
 
The refilling of graves, including removal of the shoring system, is to be completed without risk 
of collapse and injury to employees.   
 
Graves must be backfilled in a method that ensures safety for the public and other users of the 
cemetery.  Mechanical compaction of graves after backfilling is preferred. 
 
Lawn graves should be inspected periodically and, as required, topped up for up to 6 months 
after burial. 


